Notes on Common Errors 4432 to 4483

4434

4435

4439

4442

4446

4448

4455

4456

4461

4463

(Error incidence : total error :

total entry)

Unsatisfactory highlighting: five Burns addressees required (111: 128: 498)
(UNCO GUID, DEIL, TOOTHACHE, EDINBURGH, HAGGIS)
(i) AULD LANG SYNE instead of (a) EDINBURGH (39)
(84) (b) TOOTHACHE (22)
(c) DEIL (15)
(d) unco GUID (6)
() TOOTHACHE & EDINBURGH  (2)
(ii) Others (33)
ROY PLOMLEY for ERIC COATES under grid (182:138: 424)
Eric Coates created the harmony By the Sleepy Lagoon
for Desert Island Discs (= RAT +1+ 0’S)
(i) Unsatisfactory treatment of HIGH SPEED TWO (to be left complete) ( 34:104: 501)
and/or removal of trees
(if) ADEPTS for ADAPTS (31:104: 501)
Converting one bit of lead to the next, ancient alchemists making changes
ADEPTS with E changing to A
Other than A in central cell, forming METAGRABOLISE (182:122: 495)
(= anag. RABELAIS + GOT ME)
Mo (75 (i) Others (3 different) @)
SIEGE (instead of LERNA) changed to sIEVe (making non-word TIVES) (36: 63: 418)
(i) ...ALLEN... for (EDGAR) ALLAN (POE) (37: 92: 407)
(if) A... highlighted for THE (CASK OF AMONTILLADO) (24: 92: 407)
Faulty bar indication(s) (106 : 120 : 409)
Other than NECKED PHALAROPE (in red) under grid (44: 88: 441)
(i) in black, blue, pencil, etc 17
(if) Others (11 different) (27)
Unsatisfactory highlighting of TO BE OR NOT TO BE ... IS THE in ‘?” shape ( 63: 88: 680)
T
@i H missing (24)
E (= the dot)
-
(if) H (‘dot’ in wrong place) (16)
E
(iii) Others (14 different) (23)
Other than FIFTH WHEEL in centre of grid (196:153: 475)
(i) SPARE TYRE (74)
(it) Others (4 different) (24)
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4465  Unsatisfactory depiction of rhombus (not a rhombus, (83: 98: 410)
not 20-cell area,not centre-cell vertices, etc) (35 different)

4466  1DOLS for IDOLA (31: 89: 417)
Mental images aid circle literate in arts
A (extra) ID+ 0 + LA

4469  Other than PALAIS SCHAUMBURG under grid (38 different) (59: 92: 489)

4472  OSMOSES for OSMOSED ( 62:105: 692)
Military order about bottling some inky liquid is gradually absorbed
inky extra, DSO rev. around anag. SOME

4473  Other than * BoxING, ¥ B0%;ING (24 different) ( 44: 63: 408)
4474  DURNS for TURNS(TILE) (31: 84: 539)
Restricted entrance to disused vessels
T’ + URNS

4482 (i) Unsatisfactory (indication of) folds (variously missing/misplaced) (40: 87: 387)
(ii) Other than2 (22 different) (34: 87: 387)
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Submission of entries

The average intake each day is about 80; the record of 502 (an easier numerical was one of the two
current) is unlikely to be approached these days.

For subsequent handling, checking, prize-drawing, record updating and archiving, the checker finds it
easier if a neat stack is formed. Thus each day is created a large pile of offcut paper (worn-out scissors
being replaced as necessary).

Much of this offcut could be avoided if:

= Entries from the newspaper are cut to about 1mm around the grid and address panel into a
rectangle (including the prize details), excluding the puzzle’s heading, title, preamble and clues;

= Netprint entries from The Times Crossword Club facility are similarly treated (i.e. NOT a full A4
sheet) AND THE GRID IS NOT ENLARGED;

= Folding of the entry is minimised. If it is necessary, a bisecting fold is much preferred: thin edge
folds are particularly awkward and are liable to mutilation when envelope is opened with a
standard table knife;

= Window envelopes (including recycled) are not used: the window is unsuitable for recycling with
standard envelopes so has to be cut out.

(NB. These are not rules, merely requests or even pleas.)

No entry

It is really helpful if solvers who might reasonably expect to appear on the ‘more successful’ list confirm
any missed puzzle (NOT JUST THE FIRST) with a subsequent entry. Unexpected or unconfirmed gaps
will usually be queried (at the checker’s expense) to avoid disappointment.

Late entries

Solvers are reminded that potential late entries, due to holidays etc, must be alerted in advance, with an
earlier entry or otherwise. Those not so alerted, and not evidentially delayed in the post, will not be
included in the year’s statistics. Acceptance of late entries for other reasons (forgot to post / dog ate
original, etc) will be subject to the discretion of the checker and the credibility of the solver’s excuse.

Multiple entries

Two entries may be included in one envelope, but must arrive by the closing date of the earlier puzzle.
Both puzzle numbers should be inscribed on the envelope address. It is not necessary to use separate
enclosed envelopes for each puzzle but solvers may do so if they wish.

Prizes

Currently prizes are dispatched by the publishers to the winners, whose details are provided to them. In the
event of a prize not being received within a reasonable time of its announcement, queries should be
directed to the crossword entry address or by email to prizes@listenercrossword.com.

Thanks

Thanks are as usual due to solvers sending personal or general Christmas cards and those sending used
stamps (little and often preferred), all passed to charity.
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